AMENDMENTS 



Amendments to the Claims 

1 (Cuuentls amended) \ method of automatically dcplosina an application aeioss a 
distributed computing domain including a pluiahts of processing devices, the method 
comprising: 

(a) automatically scanning for an undeploved application stored in an application 
directory accessible to at least one of the plurality of processing devices the application 
directors' including at least one currently deployed application; 

fb) recognizing an undeploved application in the application directory; and 

{c} deploying the undepkned application to a selected portion of the plurality of 
processing devices, such that the application is capable of being executed by the portion of 
the plurality of processing devices: wherein 

when the undeploved application is placed in the application directoty i? is 
automatically deployed without requi ring any other user step , 

2. (Original) The method of Claim 1. wherein the method further comprises the steps 
of (a 1 ) obtaining a list of applications stored in the application directory, 

fb 1 ) comparing the list of applications stored in the application directory to a list of 
previously deployed applications in order to select the application to be deployed, and 

<cl) deploying the selected application to the selected portion of the plurality of 
processing devices. 

.3 {Original) The method of Claim 2. wherein the method further comprises the step of 

<b2) selecting the application to be deployed from the list of applications stored in the 
application directory when the application is absent from the list of previously deployed 
applications. 

4 (Ongman The ineihod of (Maim 2 wherein the ineihod funhei composes the step oi 

tb2 ) selecting the application to be depioseu fiom the list of applications stoied m rhe 
application diiouorv when the \alue oi a deployment mdKatot associated with the application 
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differs from the value of a deployment indicator recorded on the list of previously deployed 
applications. 

5 (Original ) The method of Claim 4, wherein 

the depio\ mem indicator is an attribute of a Hie containing the application 

o <Oiignui) The method of CI asm ^ wherein 

the attribute of the file containing the application is {he date of the file 

7 (Oiigman fhe method of ( Saim 4, wherein 

the deployment indicator is an attribute of a fie associated with at least one separate file 
containing the application. 

8. (Original) The method of Claim 7, wherein: 

the attribute of the file associated with at least one separate file containing the appl ication is the 
date of the file. 

o (Onglnah The method of Claim 2 wherein 

the selected portion of the piwahw of pj oeessmg deuces is detei mined iiooi an and I \ sis 
of a pluiahts ot attributes associated null the undeplosed application and a pluiahts of attnbutes 
associated with the distributed computing domain 

10- 12 (Canceled) 

1 3. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , wherein: 

the step of scanning is initiated periodically after the passage of a predetermined time 
interval. 

14. (Ongmai) The method of Claim 1, whet em 

the undeplosed application is compiled of a piuralitx ot application components 
contained in a single file. 
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tOnmti.il) f he method of Claim 1 whcicsn 

the undepio\ed application is composed oi <i phualus of application components each 
contained m a sepaiate file 

i(» <Onginal> The method of Claim J wheiun 

the undepkn ed application is a 12fT application 

17-18 (Canceled) 

19 (Currently amended) A method of automatically maintaining an application object across 
a distributed computing domain, the application object contained within at least one application 
f?!e and the distributed computing domain including a plurality of processing devices, the method 
comprising the steps: 

fa) retrieving a list of all of the application files located within an application 
directory: 

fb) comparing the list of all of the tiles located within an application directory to a list 
of all of the files associated with currently deployed application objects; 

(c) for each application tile, deploying the application object contained in the 
application file when the application file is absent from the list of ail the files associated with 
currently deployed application objects. 

(d) for each application Hie. redeploying the application object contained in the 
application file when the application file differs from the corresponding tile on the list of all of 
the files associated with previously deployed application objects: and 

{ e > for each application file on the list of all of the files associated with currently 
deployed application objects, undeploying the application object associated with an 
application tile when the application file on the list of all of the tiles associated with currently- 
deployed application objects is absent from the list of all of the application files located 
within the application dirtxiory.,.wherdn 

When die undepioyed application is placed in the application directory it is automatically 
.deployed wid 
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w ! i ere in v\ ken an ap j ) I 1 c ation is removed from the a p plication directory it is undeployed 



wi thout requiring any oth er user aeti on. 



20. (Previously presented) The method of Claim 1°. wherein 

in the step of redeploying, the difference is determined by comparing the value of a 
deployment indicator associated with an application file with the value of a deployment indicator 
recorded on the list of currently deployed application objects. 

2 i . (Original) The method of Claim 20, wherein: 

the depkn ment mdieafoi is an attnbute of a file containing fl)o application obiect 

22 (Ojjgsnal i I he method of Chum 21 wherein 

the attiibute of the file containing the application object is the date of the file 

2> t Original) Fhe method of ( hum 20 who em 

the depiosment nidrtator is an attribute of a file associated with at least one separate file 
containing the application object. 

24. (Original) The method of Claim 23, wherein ; 

the attribute of the file associated with at least one separate file containing the application object 
is the date of the file. 

25. (Original.) The method of Claim. 1.9. wherein: 

the step of retrieving is initiated periodically after the passage of a predetermined time 
interval. 

26. (Original) The method of Claim 1.9. wherein: 
the application object is a J 2 1 I application. 

27. { Origi na I } T he method of C lai m 1 9, w herei n : 
the application object is a J2EE Enterprise Bean 
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28. (Original) The method of Claim 19, wherein: 
the application object is a Web component. 

29 -36 (Canceled) 

>7 tOfigmai) An artiUe of manufactuie inciudmg an mfoimahon storage medium vxheiein 
is stored information, the mfoimation comprising 

a gtoup of pioccssor teadable instructions adapted to operate on a pi<vcs.smg device 
uheiem die group of processoi readable msfiucnons ate adapted to operate die processing deuce 

according to the method of Claim i . 

38. {Original) An article of manufacture including an information storage medium wherein 
is stored information., the information comprising: 

a group of processor readable instructions adapted to operate the processing device 
according to the method of Claim 19. 

39. (Canceled) 

40 <CuneiUi\ amended) A pioeessmg s\ stun inciudmg at least a fust pioeessmg deuce and 
a man on de\ ice accessible b\ the fust processing de\ ice. the processing s\ stem comprising 

a tnoup oj processor tcadahie tnsttuctions stoicd in die memon decree and operating the 
fust piocessmg deuce io peifonn a gioup of steps inciudmg 

uf) automatscaiK scanning ioi an undcplo\ed application stored m an application 
direaoiv accessible to fsrsi piocessjng deuce the application duecton tncludmg at least one 
currently deplosed application, 

{b) recognizing an undeplo\ ed application in the application director} , and 

<e) depioxmg the undephned application to a selected portion of the processing 
s\ stern, such that the application is capabie of being executed by the pomon of die 
processing svstem ; w herein 
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deployed without any requiring other user step 



4 i . (Original) The processing system of Claim 40, wherein: 

the selected portion of the processing system includes the first processing device. 

42, (Original) The processing system of Claim --SO, further including a second processing 
device in communication with the first processing device, wherein. 

the selected portion of the processing system includes the second processing device. 

43 (Original) The processing system of Claim 42, wherein: 

the first processing device and the second processing device are located on a first 
computer. 

44. (Original) The processing s\stem of Claim '13, wherein 

the first processing device is located on a fust computer, and 
the second processing device is boated on a second computer. 

45. (Previously presented) A processing system including at ieast a first processing device 
and a memory device accessible by the first processing device, the processing system 
comprising: 

a group of processor readable instructions stored in the memory device and operating the 
first processing device to perfonn a group of steps including" 

(a) retrieving a list of all of the application files located within an application 
directory, the application directors" including at least one currently deployed application: 

(b) comparing the list of all of the tiles located within an application directory to a list 
of ail of the files associated with currently deployed application objects, 

(c) for each application file, deploying the application object contained in the 
application file when the application file is absent from the list of all the files associated with 
currently deployed application objects; 
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(d) for each application file iedeploving the application object contained in the 
application file when the application file differs* from the corresponding file on the list of all of 
the files associated with cnnemlv deployed application objects, find 

(e) for each application file on the list of all of the files associated with currently 
depiosed application objects undepkn my the application object associated with an 
application file when the application file on the list of all of the Hies associated with current!} 
deployed application objects is absent from the list of ail of the application files located 
within the application directory, wherein 

When the undepioyed application is placed in the application directory it is automatically 
de4>U>yed.uj.tjtojji_r^ 

wherein when an application is removed from the application directors' it is undepioyed 
without requiring any other user action . 

46. f Of i gi rial } The process! ng system of Claim '1 5, wherein . 

the application object is deployed on the fust piocessing device 

47. {Original) The processing system of Claim 45, further including a second processing 
device in communication with the first processing dev ice, wherein 

the application object is deployed on the second processing device. 

48. (Original ) The processing system of Claim 47. wherein. 

the first processing device and the second processing device are located on a first 
computer. 

4 i: >. (Original) The processing system of Claim 47, wherein. 

the first processing device is located on a first computer; and 
the second processing device is located on a second computer. 

50 54 (Canceled) 
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55. (Currently amended) A computer-implemented method for deploying applications to an 
application server comprising: 

automatically deploying an application to an application server when corresponding 
unpaekaged application tiles arc added to a smart directors'; and 

automatically undeploying the application when the corresponding 
unpaekaged application files are remov ed from the smart directory , \v herein 

when die undeployed application is placed in the appiicaiion directors it is automatically 

.V\i^re|n..vYl.\en 

5o (Currently amended.} The computer-implemented method of claim 55 wherein the 
unpaekaged application files are automatically packaged before they are provided to the 
application server. 
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